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Christian television 
being interviewed shared how her mate felt con 
that God would work in their behalf after sp 
time in meditation, followed by a period of p 


especially, speak about meditating on the things of 
God, and there is certainly nothing wrong with 


thinking positive, but in today’s setting where there is_ 
so much emphasis on Eastern Religions and Tran-— 


scendental Meditation, I could not help but wonder 
if this testimony was not a mixture of both, or a least 
a blending of its influences. se est 
During the time of the Judges in Israel’s history, 
when every man did that which was right in his own 
eyes, a man of the tribe of Ephraim, named Micah, 
felt justified in expecting God’s blessing when he 
linked his idolatry to God’s order of worship and the 
priesthood (Jud. 17). This act and similar ones which 
were repeated again and again in the Old Testament 
by the Children of Israel, resulted in their captivity 
by heathen nations. The Israelites paid a dear price 


thinking and concluding with prayer. The Psalms, 


world with Biblical prin 
God’s blessing and provisi 
of sacrificing the world’s 
the Church to “come out fro 
ye separate” is often ignor 
between the Church and the v 
many cases, an invisible line of « 
a line even exists.» ~ Mae Hae 

But testimonies continue to ring lou 
“A soul was saved:” “I had an oppc 
witness;” “The Lord blessed;” etc. But w 
honor His Word in spite of the circumstan 
does the end result particularly justify th 

With horrifying events, such as the recent 
massacre, fast becoming the “news of the d: 
the acceptance by so many of the occult 
worship and perverted life styles, we can 


for compromise. 


Aaron’s sons, both priests of Israel, offered strange 
fire upon the altar of burnt offering and paid with 
their lives for endeavoring to do God’s work in man’s 
way (Lev. 10). If Corinthians 10:4 tells us that our 
weapons of warfare are not carnal (or fleshly) but 


The month of February will bring 
together in Los Angeles, Ca. Four- 
square’s leaders and representatives 
for the Home Missions Committee 
meeting scheduled for Feb. 8-12 
and 15-16 and the Missionary Cabi- 
net Meeting on Feb. 19-Mar. 2. The 
United Foursquare Women’s Tri- 
District 25th Anniversary Luncheon 
will be held Feb. 20 at the Holly- 
wood Palladium in Hollywood, Ca., 
announces President Katie Loggins. 

Staff members of the National 
Department of Youth and Christian 
Education will attend the annual 
Gospel Light Imprinters meeting in 
Pasadena, Ca., Jan. 15-17. National 
Director John Bowers and Distribu- 
tion Manager John Andrew will be 
present at the business meeting 
with other representatives from 
Gospel Light Press's denomination- 
al accounts, Jan. 24-25 in Chicago, 
HI. 

Angelus Temple’s annual Mis- 
sionary Conference will be held Jan. 


ADVANCE 


Official Publication of the International Church of the Foursquare Gos, 


President, Rolf K. McPherson 

Editor, Margaret Gomez 

Editorial Consultant, Wilbur Waldron, Jr. 
Staff Writer, Pamela Duarte 

Business Manager, John Bowers 


increase in diabolic activity in the days ahe 
declared in IH] Timothy 3:1 and 13. What 
responsibility rests upon the Church to be wk 


7-14, announces Pastor Howard P. 
Courtney. On Jan. 16-19 Dr. Court- 
ney will be a seminar speaker at PTL 
in Charlotte, N.C. followed by min- 
istry at Christ for the Nations in 
Dallas, Tx. on Jan. 21-25. Dr. Court- 
ney will minister at this time to both 
the student body and faculty mem- 
bers of CFNI. 

Rev. Mary Lou Canata, Children’s 
Ministries Director is serving part- 
time on the staff of Angelus Temple 
as Coordinator of Church Minis- 
tries, in addition to her ministry in 
the National Department of Youth 
and Christian Education, states Pas- 
tor Courtney. 

L.ILF.E. Bible College President 
Jack Hayford will minister at L.J.F.E. 
Bible College of Canada, Jan. 8-10 
and at the Revival Fellowship Minis- 
ters’ Retreat in Apple Valley, Ca., Jan. 
22-25. Dr. Hayford is also scheduled 
to speak at an Assemblies of God 
Pastors’ Seminar in Santa Ana, Ca. 
on Feb. 16. 
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desires it to be—a separated people who are utilizing. 
solely, God’s methods and weapons to do warfé 
and conquer in His Name. — a 


Mr. David Buzza, member o} 
Coquitlam, B.C. Foursquare Chut 
is the new Chairman of the Board o} 
Regents of L.I.EE. Bible College of 
Canada. 

The North Battleford, Sask. Four 
square Church celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary on Nov. 25-26, 1978 
Twenty-five years of ministry were 
celebrated by the San Leandro, Ca, 
Church on Dec. 11, 1978. 

Dedication Services also took 
place recently in the Foursquare 
Churches of Williams, Az. (Chris- 
tian education building) and Gar 
land, Tx. (Educational unit). 

This copy of ADVANCE is the 
combined winter issue. Your ne» 
copy will not arrive until March. 


COVER: Glimpses of Western Hemisphere Congre: 
on Evangelism in Panama. Top left: Gift presentatio 
to Panamanian work on 50th Anniversary; Right: Com- 
munion served by church leaders; Center: Foursquar 
parade through downtown streets; Bottom left: Di 
Leland Edwards addresses Congress; Evangelist Rober 
Espinosa, guest speaker; United worship in Centra 
Church. 4 
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‘0 of the 12 families involved in the 
jomes of Agape ministry. 


At least 12 families of the 
Mansfield, Oh. Foursquare Church, 
pastored by Rev. and Mrs. Jack 
Grimes, have become foster parents 
over the past three years. The 
Mansfield Church recognized a 
definite need to help unfortunate 
children and youth by providing 
Christian foster care, and today the 
need is being met through the 
Homes of Agape, a non-profit 
network of foster homes for 
troubled youth established by the 
Mansfield Foursquare Church. The 
philosophy of the program is to 
provide for the social and physical 
needs of these youth—whether they 
be dependent, neglected or 
delinquent. This is done by 
providing a Christian home 
atmosphere in a community setting. 

Homes of Agape has grown 
during its three-year existence as it 
has touched and affected the lives 
of more than 40 young people from 
the ages of 10 to 19 years. In 
addition, it has hired Debbie 
Courtney, a 1977 graduate of 
Mount Vernon Bible College, as a 
Youth Services Coordinator. She 
orients the youth to the program 
and involves them in social and 
educational activities, as well as 
being available to the foster parents 
and youth for crisis intervention. 
The newest addition to the program 
is a boarding home for boys called 
OIKOS, which is the Greek word for 
household, home, or family. With 
Rick and Diane Crider as House 
Parents, the boarding home 


provides foster care in a group — 


setting. Future plans include a 
similar boarding home for girls. 


CHURCH: 
Jubilee Celebrations 
El Monte, California 


October 29, 1978 the El Monte, 
Ca. Valley Community Foursquare 
Church celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary, reports Pastor William 
Brafford, Jr. Organized in the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Van Blaricom in 
1928 with 12 people present, the 
first services were conducted by 
students from L.|.F.E. Bible College 
in a garage building. The small 
congregation soon moved to the 
Odd Fellows Hall where members 
worshipped until the first unit of the 
onginal building was constructed in 
1928. Additions were made in 1936 
and 1939. Under the ministry of 
Rev. Hooper White, the present 
sanctuary was constructed and 
dedicated in 1957. 

In the Sunday Morning Service, 
Pastor Brafford, Jr. presented each 
former pastor present with a special 
gift memento in recognition of their 
ministry in the El Monte Church. 
He, in turn, accepted a Plaque of 
Recognition for 50 years of faithful 
ministry rendered by the EI Monte 
Church from District Supervisor 
John Holland on behalf of the 
International Board of Directors. Dr. 
M.E. Nicholls, General Supervisor, 
brought the Anniversary message. 

In the afternoon, members of the 
congregation, friends and guests 
from the International Offices 
gathered at the Pasadena 
Huntington-Sheraton Hotel for the 
Anniversary Banquet. At this time, 
special recognition was given to 
early members of the church who 
were present. Also, a special time 
of sharing was participated in by 
Mrs. Rolf K. McPherson and former 
pastors. President Rolf K. 
McPherson was the banquet 


Five former pastors and present pastors 
pictured with Dr. and Mrs. McPherson 
and Supervisor and Mrs. Holland. 


heater 
Today the El Monte Church 


continues in the emphasis that has 
been its hallmark for a half-century 
of ministry—that of evangelism, with 
over 500 souls saved during 1978. — 


Many also have experienced 
healing in their bodies and others 
have been baptized in the Holy 
Spirit. 


Bradford, Pennsylvania 

Fifty years of ministry were 
celebrated by the Bradford, Pa. 
congregation, pastored by Rev. Joe 
Jenkins, on Nov. 15-19, 1978. 


Former pastors, Revs. Elton 


_. Orewilér and David Pyles, 


ministered at special weeknight 
services with an Anniversary 
Banquet held on Friday evening. At 
the banquet a review of the 
church's ministry over the past 50 
years was conducted with three 
former pastors sharing highlights of 


their years of ministry in the church. 


Special guests for the Sunday 
services included General 
Supervisor M.E. Nicholls and 


District Supervisor Howard W. Clark. 


Dr. Nicholls presented the church 
with a Plaque of Recognition, on 
behalf of the International Board of 
Directors, for 50 years of faithful 
ministry. The Plaque was accepted 
by Mr. A.J. Bellman, son of the 
church's founder. Dr. Nicholls was 
also the pulpit guest in both the 
Morning and Evening Services. 

A growing church, the Bradford 
congregation anticipates the years 
of ministry to its community that lie 
ahead, should the Lord tarry. 


President and Mrs. _ re 
Rolf K. McPherson ae 
(left), shown with — 

El Monte,Ca. 
pastors, Rev. and a: 
Mrs. William Lise 
Brafford, Jr. Mrs. 
McPherson was 
among L.I.F.E. 
Bible College ae. 
students who a 
conducted the first 
services of the 

EI Monte Church. 


Lynwood, California 
Congregation Relocates 
In Artesia 


In 1978 the congregation of the 
Lynwood, California Foursquare 
Church purchased the former Zion 


Reformed Church in Artesia. Having 


outgrown the church in Lynwood, 
the congregation sought the Lord's 
will believing that God had a 
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building especially for them. When 
the Zion Reformed congregation 
decided to sell its property, the Lord 
opened the doors for the Lynwood 
Foursquare Church to relocate in 
this church building. 


District Supervisor and Mrs. John 
Holland attended the Dedication 
Service of Trinity Christian Center, 
along with several hundred people. 
- President Rolf K. McPherson 
formally set the cornerstone at a 
special service held for this 
purpose. 

Since the move to Artesia in 

1978, the church, pastored by 
‘Reverend and Mrs. William C. 
Burnett, has grown substantially in 
every department and plans for 
expansion are already being laid. 

Reverend and Mrs. Levoid 
Trimble, Lynwood staff members, 
remained at the Lynwood Church to 
continue the ministry in that area. 


Dr. Eiwood Jensen 
Retires From 
Pastoral Ministry 


Completing 36 years of pastoral 
ministry, Dr. Elwood Jensen was 
honored at special services 
conducted by the San Antonio, Tx. 
Foursquare Church on the occasion 
of his retirement. At this time he 
was presented with a Plaque by 
District Supervisor S.O. Westbrook 
in recognition of his many years of 
faithful ministry. The congregation 
also presented him with a special 
Love Offering. 

A 1942 graduate of L.I.F.E. Bible 
College, Dr. Jensen served as 
pastor in the Opelike, Ala. and New 
Orleans, La. Foursquare Churches 
prior to his acceptance of the San 
Antonio pastorate in 1944. He has 
served the Foursquare 
Denomination in many capacities, 
serving on special commissions and 
committees as well as the 
Superintendent of the South Texas 
Foursquare Churches. In 1967 he 
gave the annual Alumni Lectureship 
at L.I.F.E. Bible College. 
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Travelling extensively, Dr. Jensen 
has been a speaker and delegate at 
congresses and conventions in 
Europe and Japan. He has also 
preached in Central America, 
Ecuador and Colombia. His ministry 
has included the publishing and 
editing of several Christian 
magazines, and he is currently 
involved in writing and radio 
ministries. 


Upon his retirement, Dr. Jensen. 
will continue teaching at the 
International Bible College where 
he is Dean of the Faculty and 
Academic Dean. 


YOUTH: 
Great Lakes District 
Appoints Youth Directors 


District Supervisor L.T. Charter 
announces the appointment of Rev. 
Terry Wilcox as Youth Director of 
the Great Lakes District. 


Terry and his wife, Carolyn, have 
served as Youth Pastors in both the 
Ferndale, Mi. and Minneapolis 
(Hope Temple), Mn. Foursquare 
Churches. They have also pastored 
in Battle Creek, Mi. and pioneered a 
work in De Witt, la. Terry graduated 
from Mount Vernon Bible College in 
1974. His wife is the daughter of 
District Supervisor and Mrs. L.T. 
Charter. 


HEADQUARTERS: 

New Telephone System 

Replaces Cord Switchboard 
Since the mid-1920’s the old 

Headquarters switchboard cord 


-desk of the Executive Office in the 


‘International and Angelus Temple 


system, with minor u 
faithfully served the en 
Organization, first in the Angelus — 
Temple Church Office and then Ons 
the Second Floor of the L.|.F.E. 
Bible College building. On Oct. 23, 
1978, the cord system was removed 
and a new pulse system, which i is 
the size of a small portable 
recorder, now graces the reception 


Park-Sunset Building to answer all — 


calls. An identical pulse system is _ 
also installed in the Bible College 
which provides for them a more 
responsive system. 

The new system now affords the 
advantage of transferring calls at — 
the local station level and providing 
a much faster service for everyone. 
In addition, we are now able to 
arrange conference calls which was 
impossible under the old system. 


fate eZ 


Receptionist, Aleta Bawks, Ceol a 
new pulse telephone system. 


PRESENT WITH THE 
LORD: 


Pauline J. Coffee . 

A June, 1935 graduate of L.I.F.E. 
Bible College, Rev. Coffee passed 
away on Oct. 23, 1978. She worked 
with Aimee Semple McPherson and 
was well-known in early Pentecostal 
Circles. 


Henry C. Marty 

Born on Sept. 23, 1912, Rev. 
Marty passed away on Oct. 21, 
1978. A June, 1930 graduate of 
L.I.F.E. Bible College, Rev. Marty 
served as an evangelist and 
assisted in pioneering many of 
Foursquare'’s first churches. 


John A. Skinner 

Born on Aug. 31, 1883, Rev. 
Skinner passed away on Oct. 29, 
1978. He graduated from L.I.F.E. 
Bible College in June, 1933. Mrs. 
Skinner may be reached at 1325 
Del Monte, Modesto, CA 95350. 


ESTES PARK, COLORADO 


MAY 21 — 26, 1979 - 


It is important to your 
entire congregation that 
your pastors set aside 
MAY 21 through 26, 
1979 to be in ESTES 
PARK, COLORADO for 
the PASTORS’ AND LI- 
CENSED MINISTERS’ 
CONFERENCE. They 
need to be there to 
more effectively minister 
to the Lord, to their 
families, and to YOU! 


5 JAYS YOU ¢ CAN MINISTER 
| TO YOUR PASTOR... 


BE SURE YOUR PASTORS ARE AT THE 
_1979 PASTORS’ AND LICENSED MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE! i" 


ONE: 


e Anentire day of the Conference will be set aside to cover 
the pastor’s personal life as it relates to the Lord Jesus. In 
John 15 the Lord promises that as we dwell in Him, He 

will cause us to bear fruit. This time of retreat in the 
mountains will be an excellent time for your pastors to 
center in on what God is doing in and through them. As 
they take time out to reach to the Lord for personal direction, 
they will return to their congregations better qualified to 
teach you how to develop your relationship with the Lord. 
Minister to your pastors by seeing that they are planning to 
take part in this Conference which is designed to meet their 
special and specific needs at a personal dimension. 


BE SURE YOUR PASTORS ARE AT THE 


TWO: 


1979 PASTORS’ AND LICENSED MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE! 


Another day of the Conference will be one of focusing in on 
family relationships. The Word teaches that a pastor is to 

have his home in order before he is able to communicate those 
truths to others. This time spent on family communication will 
be vital for pastors and licensed ministers as they lead others 

in their communities and in the Body of Christ. Congregations— 
you can minister to your pastors by encouraging them, husbands 
and wives together, to be in attendance at this Conference. 

Ask them to set aside May 21 through 26, 1979 to relate to 

the Lord and to each other without the busyness of their daily 
schedules at home. 


BE SURE YOUR PASTORS ARE AT THE 


THREE: 


1979 PASTORS’ AND LICENSED MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE! 


Two Conference days will center on the pastor’s role in 
serving his congregation and will also serve to give him 
vision concerning our life together as a Foursquare family. 
God has given your congregation a gift. . .the gift of 

His leadership and love through a pastor or pastors. The 
Lord said in Jeremiah 3:15, “’! will give you spiritual 
shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you 

with knowledge and understanding and judgment.” 
Invaluable are the times that these men and women 

of God are allowed to spend receiving that same kind 

of love and leadership. The teaching and fellowship 

they will receive at this Conference will feed them know- 
ledge, understanding and judgment. Encourage your 
pastors to spend these days in Estes Park, Colorado broad- 
ening their understanding of ministry to the Lord, to 
their families and to their congregations. It’s not just 
important to them. . .it’s important to YOU! 


Foursquare ADVANCE 5 


World 


Bodybuildine 
champion.Robert 
Birdsone.says: 
“Ghrist has 


people: 


Universe 
of 97a 


For many years Robert Birdsong centered 
his entire life around his bodybuilding ac- 
tivities. He enjoyed the fame and fortune it 
brought him. But something miraculous hap- 
pened that changed his life, and now Robert 
Birdsong, Mr. Universe 1975, has a deep de- 
sire to be used in the building of the Body of 
Christ and the Kingdom of God. His body- 
building activities are now being used, not to 
bring glory to himself, but that the Name of 
Jesus Christ might be praised. 

Born in Tennessee and raised in Louisville, 
Kentucky, Robert Birdsong experienced a 
serious inferiority complex at the age of 
fourteen. Robert would stammer when he 
spoke, was extremely thin, and was subject 
to teasing because of his last name. In addi- 
tion, he had bad feet and was required to 
wear orthopedic shoes for three years. In an 
attempt to overcome his complex, he would 
try to stand up to those who would tease him, 
often getting into fights. 

One day, however, he ran across a muscle 
magazine. Convinced that this was the an- 
swer to his problems, he began weight lifting 
and weight training. Soon the muscle men in 
the magazines became his idols, and he de- 
veloped a desire to pursue their life style. 
Robert would come home from school and 
spend as much time as possible in his weight 
training. His dream was to make it to Holly- 
wood, and he knew that he would have to 
remain dedicated to his weight training if he 
was ever going to see his dream fulfilled. 


When Robert entered college he decided to 
continue his weight training. He also started 
entering bodybuilding contests and at the age 
of 19 won the Mr. Louisville and Mr. Ken- 
tucky titles. Later he transferred to the Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati to pursue an education 
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in graphic arts. The fulfillment of his dream 
to go to Hollywood came when he was given 

the opportunity to transfer to the Art Center 

of Design in Los Angeles, California. How-— 
ever, at the end of two semesters, Robert ran 

out of money and decided to discontinue art 

and become more involved in professional 

bodybuilding. 

After moving to Hollywood, Robert’s life 
style began to change. He.met a lot of influen- 
tial people and soon became involved in 
trying to make his way into the movie indus- 
try. He was attempting to become a promi-— 
nent person with the hope of gaining world- 
wide fame—all of which would hopefully . 
lead him into other jobs and more money. He ~ 
turned to the drug scene—smoking mari-— 
juana, angel dust, and dropping acid. In addi- 
tion, many luxuries were made available to 
him, such as a condominium to live in, cars 
and as much money as he needed. During this 
period he won the Mr. International title in 
Mexico in 1973 and began training for the Mr. 
America Contest. 

However, prior to the Mr. America Con- 
test, Robert met two sisters in a restaurant 
who would introduce him to Someone Who 
would, one day, revolutionize his life. On the 
occasion of their meeting, Robert and a 
friend had just finished eating and were be- 
ginning to take their vitamin pills when two 
older women approached them and intro- 
duced themselves as Maxine and Virginia. 
Robert recalls: “The conversation started off 
with bodybuilding as one of them had a son 
who had been involved in weight training. 
But before I knew it the topic had changed to 
Jesus. I didn’t want to hear about Jesus that 
day; I was too caught up with the Mr. Amer- 
ica Contest and myself.’ However, that 


se 


n ine oA oti RoBert inosine with 
ean sit Virginia. x. 
| fter, arriving back from the 1974 Mr. 
\merica contest in New York (which he 
on), the path of Robert and his friend again 
rossed with that of the two sisters on several 
\ccasions. One day Robert and his friend 
greed to attend a Full Gospel Businessmen’s 
neeting with the ladies. Although some spir- 
tual seeds were planted in Robert’s heart at 
nat meeting, he still wasn’t ready to turn 
verything over to the Lord. 


Ti was on January 25, 1975, that Robert 
vent to a special meeting held at Angelus 
Temple, at the invitation of Virginia. That 
light he responded to the altar call and 
yrayed the sinner’s prayer. Immediately he 
-xperienced the reality of Jesus Christ. But 
he circumstances in Robert’s life did not 
shange overnight. “I had repeated the sin- 
1er’s prayer and had experienced being born- 
gain, but I still wasn’t living a godly life. I 
1ad too many things I hadn’t finished in my 
ife that I wanted to achieve before I turned 
ny life completely over to the Lord,” shares 
Robert. Indeed, the Lord began a work in 
Robert’s life on that day, but it would be 
sometime before this inward work would be 
evidenced by others through a change in 
Xobert’s life style. 


As time progressed Robert began attending 
the First Foursquare Church (The Church On 
The Way) of Van Nuys at the encouragement 
of Virginia and Maxine, who were also pray- 
ing. The turning point in Robert’s life oc- 
surred on May 18, 1975, on which day he was 
baptized in water. “As I came up out of the 
water I felt as if many burdens had been 
lifted off me. That evening a change started 
faking place in my life and the following 
morning I felt different—lighter. I decided to 
sive up the money, cars, the pride of life, and 
the things I was living for in the world and, 
instead, live for Christ. When I made this 
decision all the desires for the world gradu- 
ally began fading away in my life.” 

Another stepping-stone in Robert’s Chris- 
tian experience took place on June 1, 1975 
when he was baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
This enpowering caused him to grow deeper 
in the Lord and to boldly witness for Him. 
Although the Holy Spirit impressed him at 
this time to leave the atmosphere of Holly- 
wood, Robert wanted to first win the Mr. 
Universe title before allowing the Lord to 
‘otally direct his life. He relates, “I had pray- 
2d that the Lord would help me win the Mr. 
Universe title. This was what I wanted and | 
hought that I wouldn’t be happy unless I got 
t. In the competition I won in my weight 
slass (200 pounds and under), but did not 


receive the over-all title. However, I still 
decided to turn my life completely over to the 
Lord even though I had not won. 

“After the contest the Lord used me to 
witness to others as I would work out at the 
gym. People would ask me if I was going to 
enter the Mr. Olympia Contest. This question 
opened the door for me to tell them what had 
happened in my life—how I had surrendered 
my life to Jesus and was now allowing Him to 
use me as He saw fit. Exactly 30 days after the 
contest I received a letter in the mail from the 


tae es See 
Ba U hie 


president of the Federation of Bodybuilding ~ 


declaring me the winner of the Mr. Universe 
title. It had been discovered that the original 
winner was an illegal participant.’’ God had 
honored Robert’s willingness to surrender his 
life to Him and allowed him to be awarded 
the title. At this same time Robert made a 
decision to leave the scene of Hollywood as 
the Holy Spirit had prompted him to do 
before the contest, as well as to cease par- 
ticipating in contests such as the Mr. Uni- 
verse Contest. 


R obert now lives in Beaumont, California 
where he attends the Foursquare Gospel Out- 
reach Chapel. In a miraculous way the Lord 
brought a very special person into Robert’s 
life, and he and Laura—this special person— 
were united in marriage on November 2, 
1977. Now, together, they are serving the Lord 
and ministering as a team to many who have 
never heard the Gospel.Robert’s past expe- 


riences in bodybuilding have also provided ai 


other opportunities of witness as he works at 
a health club in Hemet as a weight training 
instructor. Here he is able to share with 
teenagers, who are searching for another way 
to live, what God has done for him. 


Reverend James Aubert, Robert’s pastor, - 
“A great deal of spiritual growth ® 
has taken place in Robert’s life which has , 


comments: 


effected many changes. As he has witnessed 
in the community, brought folk to church and 


led others to the Lord, he has been an inspira- 3 


tion to everyone within the church. We are 
pleased with the progress that the Lord is 
making in Robert’s life. Both Robert and 
Laura are an inspiration by the love that 
flows through their lives.” 

The life of Robert Birdsong is truly a shin- 
ing example of a miracle of salvation as he 
faithfully continues. in his walk with the 
Lord. He still devotes his life to body- 
building, but the body that he is building has 
changed. Today, his only goal is to see the 
Body of Christ built up and strengthened. His 
bodybuilding activities are used that the 
Name of Jesus might be glorified. And his 
prayer is that other members will be added to 
the true body—the Body of Christ. cy 
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Birdsong on their Wedding 
Day. Ministering as a 
team, Laura allows the 
Lord to use her voice in 
ministry as she sings to 
the glory of God, while 
Robert shares his 
testimony. 


| ad 
Participation in 
exhibitions, contests and 
physique meets affords 
Robert opportunities to 
witness for Christ. He 


testifies that Christ has 
made him a completed 
man. “Through the power 
of God and His Word, I 
am growing daily, and 
through the Holy Spirit I 
gain more power to 
witness to the lost souls 
who cross my path.” 


Right: Many viewed parade from 
apartment verandas along 2-mile 

route; Below: President McPherson 
presents mementos to Panama’s 
national pastors who have served 20 
years or more in the ministry; Special 
musical group and church choir from 
Central Church ministered 

throughout Congress. 


Sspnere 


PERRY ye ~J 


The Western Hemisphere Congress on 
Evangelism was born almost three years ago 
in the hearts of some delegates at a Central 
America Foursquare Convention. An invita- 
tion from Panama was the result and a Con- 
gress Committee was formed two years ago 
at the Western Hemisphere Leadership Con- 
ference in Caracas, Venezuela. Committee 
members included: Drs. Leland Edwards and 
M.E. Nicholls, representing the North Ameri- 
can Continent; Revs. Edgar Coombs and Er- 
nesto Murillo, representing Panama; Rev. 
Gilberto Alvarez, representing Central 
America; Dr. John Firth, representing North- 
ern South America; and Rev. Jaime Paliarin, 
representing Southern South America. 

Missionaries, pastors, members of Na- 
tional Boards, and delegates came from 17 
countries to this “first” for Foursquare. The 
nightly attendance peaked at around 5,000 on 
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Satteday ta xe ar 3, 000 the avera 


attendance. . 
The two main speakers for this fe 


held a large evangelistic campaign i 1 
a few years ago with outstanding 1 
resulting and nightly attendance 
realized, and Dr. Jack Hayford, 1 
tionally-known pastor of the Firs 
square Church of Van Nuys, C 
Representatives from at least three q 
gave testimonies nightly of how Go 
was. being manifested in their res 
country and how progress toward 
goals was being reached. 

A highlight of the evening servi 
experienced Thursday evening wher 
end Espinosa conducted a large divi 
ing service followed by many testim 
healing. Dr. Hayford concluded his $ 
night service with the serving of com 
to the nearly 5,000 in attendance 
ministers present. This was an awest 
perience as the Holy Spirit melted th 
congregation from 17 nations into 01 
mon bond of Christian brotherhood, : 
love. 

The nightly sessions were hel 
Olympic Gymnasium, which was dor 
the President of Panama to be used 
Congress. The Panamanian governm 
provided National Guard busses fo 
porting some of the delegates to th 
nasium with other busses rented ¢ 
transport the masses to the nightly s 

The day services were divided k 
two locations for smaller, more ef 
teaching times. The Olympic Gym 
and the Central Foursquare Church ¢ 
Q hosted these gatherings with the ¢ 
speakers motoring from one locatiot 


ey provided the same teaching for 
therings. 

speakers included: Drs. N.M. Van 
los Bezerra, Donald McGregor, 
lwards, Jaime Paliarin, Roy H. 
and M.E. Nicholls; and Reverends 
rs and Ernest Murillo. National 
1 members of the National Boards 
masters of ceremonies and led in 


7 the Council of Foursquare Men’s 
1osted 325 men at the Lung Fung 
t with International President 
per, guest speaker. The United 
= Women’s luncheon hosted over 
at the Interchina Restaurant with 
nal President Katie Loggins as 
ker. 
n of Friday and Saturday was used 
an opportunity to visit the city of 
he Canal Zone, the Foursquare 
Diablo Heights and the canal 
vides passage from one ocean to 
or 35 vessels a day. 
; delegates were extended an invi- 
ttend services Sunday morning in 
e churches in the area. Some of the 
kers, one in each church, included 
ing ministers: Drs. John Firth, M.E. 
and Reverends Donald Edwards, 
r, Dale Downs, Ellis Ryherd and G. 


afternoon was especially signifi- 
e field of Panama as it celebrated 
aniversary of the founding of the 
ais land by Dr. and Mrs. Arthur 
one of Foursquare’s pioneer mis- 
uples. Great excitement began to 
ne of the city plazas located about 
from the Central Church. Repre- 
from each of the countries attend- 


The Olympic 
Gymnasium was the site 
of the Congress’s 
services and many 
sessions. The composite 
photo at left pictures 
concluding service; 
Above: Rev. Jaime 
Paliarin (left) daytime 
speaker from Brazil, 
shown with interpreter, 
Missionary Dean Truett. 


ing the Congress carried their respective flag 
and many marched in native costume as the 
parade began to the beat of the Fireman’s 
Band. Most of the countries, also, sang gospel 
songs along the parade route. It was esti- 
mated that approximately 5,000 participated 
and many thousands viewed the parade from 


sidewalks and apartment verandas along the | Ly 


parade route. From the seventh or eighth 
floor of an apartment building would come, 


from time to time, clapping or the response of 


“hallelujah” (the one word that has no lan- 


guage barrier), with those marching in the J" 


parade waving and cheering in response. 

At the end of the parade everyone con- 
verged on the Central Church where only a 
few thousand were able to crowd inta the 
facilities. Dr. Rolf K. McPherson, President of 
the International Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel, ministered at this special Anniver- 
sary Service. Dr. Horaio Harris was the mas- 
ter of ceremonies for this significant event, 
which acknowledged those who had been 
instrumental in the preaching of the Four- 
square Gospel message in Panama through 
the 50-year history of Foursquare in this land. 
Approximately 200 churches have now been 
mothered in this small country. 

Sunday evening climaxed the six-day Con- 
gress as Dr. Jack Hayford summoned those in 
attendance to function as priests, kings and 
prophets—the three biblical callings requir- 
ing anointing. He said that this would require 
an anointing with “fresh oil” (Psa. 92:10) to 
fulfill the type of anointed ministry which 
Jesus models and calls us unto (Lk. 4:18). We 
would then be qualified and energized to 
evangelize our hemisphere to the glory of 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

This powerful message, delivered by Dr. 
Hayford in the closing service, came through 
with the same force to the Spanish speaking 
brethren as Reverend Humberto Paz trans- 
lated. 


The Word of God became alive in quite a 
significant way when selected ministers 
came forth at the conclusion of the service to 
distribute small cups of olive oil to every 
other row of people. All were then charged to 
anoint the person beside them and pray for 
them in preparation for their return to their 
respective country and place of ministry and 
service. Through this symbolic anointing 
with oil, a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit 
was felt, and it became apparent that every- 
one was going forth with renewed power and 
vision. 

Sincere appreciation is extended to a local 
committee of the Panama region who carried 
out every detail of the Congress in conjunc- 
tion with the International Board of the 
Church of the Foursquare Gospel. cl 
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From top: Dr. Jack Hayford ministers 
in evening service; Present and former 
missionaries to Panama who attended 
Congress; Missionaries Carlene 

Truett (left) and Darlene Coombs 
present plaque to U.F.W. President 
Katie Loggins (holding plaque) at 
U.F.W. Luncheon; Group of the 325 
men who attended C.F.M. luncheon; 
Many parade participants began to 
sing and praise the Lord in a city’s 
plaza while waiting for parade to begin. 
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through repentance and faith respond to th 
_ preaching of the Gospel. Matthew and Marl 
~ are explicit at this point. Disciples are to br 
baptized “in the name of the Father and o 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:1 
RSV). Mark says, “He that believeth and i 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believet 
not shall be damned” (Mk. 16:16). When the 
good news about Jesus Christ is preached i 
the power of the Holy Spirit there are results 
people believe. Look at the Day of Pentecost 
Three thousand believed and gave evidence 
of their commitment to Jesus as Lord throug 
the waters of baptism (Acts 2:41). 
The third step is to teach those who believi 
and are baptized. In the words of Matthew 
those who so respond are to be taught “te 
observe all things whatsoever I [Jesus] have 
commanded you” (Matt. 28:20). New con: 
verts in the Early Church were thoroughly 
instructed in the teachings of the One Who 
they then began calling “Lord”. The 3,00 
who believed and were baptized on the D 


This is the first in a 
series of three articles 
dealing with the Great 
Commission by 

~ Dr. John Amstutz. 


If you had only six weeks until you left this 
earth, what would be your last will and 
testament? Jesus clearly knew. It was the 
Great Commission. During the 40 days be- 
tween His resurrection and ascension He 
repeated this last command on at least three 
different occasions. It must have been impor- 
tant! The Gospel writers thought so. They 
have included it in their accounts in five 
places (Matt. 28:16-20; Mk. 16:14-18; Lk. 
24:44-49; Jn. 20:19-23; Acts 1:6-8). 


But what is the Great Commission if it is so 
important? Why is it called “great”? Why is it 
a “commission”? The five passages above 
clearly indicate that the Great Commission is 
a command to “make disciples of all na- 
tions” (Matt. 28:19). It is a call to evangelize in 
depth and evangelize in width. It is a call to 
evangelize intensively by making disciples 
and to evangelize extensively by doing so in 
every nation. It is a double-dimensioned 
commission. It is a Great Commission. 


Let’s look at the first dimension. It is 
Christ’s command to do what He did, to make 
disciples and followers of Him, not mere 
“deciders”. How is this done? Three steps are 
suggested in Christ’s instructions: Preaching, 
baptizing, and teaching. Luke and Mark 
speak of the first step of preaching the Gos- 
pel. “Repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his [Jesus’] name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” 
(Lk. 24:47; cf. Acts 1:8). “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture” (Mk. 16:15). If Christ died for all, should 
not all hear? The Great Commission is a call 
to preach the good news about Jesus Christ. 

The second step is to baptize those who 
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of Pentecost regularly devoted themselves t 
the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42). Follow-u 
was no incidental matter. It was a part of t 
Great Commission to make disciples. The 
word “disciple” means “learner”. Therefor 
a disciple of Christ must be a learner of His 
ways. 

The Great Commission is great. It is a ca 
to intensive evangelism. But this is only one 
dimension of its greatness. There is a second 
It is the call to extensive evangelism, th 
making of such disciples of all nations. 

There is no stopping point in the Grea 
Commission. Jesus commanded His disciples 
to reproduce themselves beginning in “Jeru: 
salem and in all Judea and Samaria, and t 
the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8 RSV; cf. Lk 
24:47,48). “This gospel of the kingdom mus: 
be preached throughout the whole world, a: 
a testimony to all nations, and then the enc 
will come” (Matt. 24:14 RSV; cf. Mk. 13:10). 


Ethne is the word used for “nation” in the 
Great Commission (Matt. 28:19; Lk. 24:47). If 
is the word from which we derive our wore 
“ethnic”. Jesus’ command, therefore, is per 
haps more extensive than we have imagined 
Making disciples of every ethne means pre: 


Dr. John Amstutz is an in- 
structor at L.I.F.E. Bible | 
College. He served as a mis- | 
sionary to Jamaica in previ- | 
ous years where he was an | 
instructor and dean of a | 
seminary. He has also served ~ 
as a consultant with the 
Church Growth Department | 
of the Fuller Evangelistic | 
Association in Pasadena, 
California. 
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Al YOUR WILL LATELY? 

‘our will just may be out-of-date. Here is a 
ecklist to determine whether you should 
nsult your attorney and have your will 
jised: 

- You have married, remarried or divorced 
since your will was written. 

_ You have had a child or adopted a child 
or children. | 

_A beneficiary has died. 

_A beneficiary no longer needs the kind of 
help you provided for in your will. 

_ Your relationship has changed with one 
of your beneficiaries. 

.An executor, trustee, guardian is no 
longer available, or you have changed 
your mind about the person who you 
desire to serve in one of these capacities. 

~ Your children have all married, and their 
needs have changed. 

_ Your total estate has increased enough to 
make it wise to consider tax savings. 

~You have not allowed for a Christian 
testimony in your will nor made provi- 
sion to return to the Lord a portion of 
what He has given you. 


courtesy of the International Church of the 
ursquare Gospel. 
Stewardship & Estate Planning 
Mr. Charles Perry, Director 
1910 W. Sunset Blvd., Suite 220 
Los Angeles, CA 90026 


hing, baptizing and teaching people not 
ly in every one of the 235 countries of the 
rid, but doing likewise among all of the 
any “nations” within each of these coun- 
es. Within the land of Palestine, itself, 
sre were several “nations” or “peoples”. 
us, disciples were to be made of not only 
vs but Samaritans as well as Gentiles (Acts 
10). 

The Great Commission is great indeed. Its 
ll to intensive evangelism in depth and 
tensive evangelism in width is so great that 
equires those “endued with power from on 
th” to see it accomplished (Lk. 24:49; cf. 
ts 1:8). Disciples filled with the Spirit of 
us Himself are the key to the making of 
ciples in all nations. Yes, it is possible to 
fill the Great Commission for with it also 
mes the great promise of Christ’s power 
d presence. Both are a part of His last will 
d testament. In subsequent articles we 
all look at how the Church has done in 
filling the Great Commission during the 
t 1900 years. How close are we to comple- 
n? 4) 
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concepts of the 
Church: By Bill Jastram 


Stewardship is our opportunity to experi- 
ence God’s management. 

When we think stewardship, we some- 
times think money, and when we think 
money, it’s possible we think giving. Good! 
But management doesn’t begin there nor is 
that where it ends. Management in God’s 
economy, as it relates to us, is total. He deals 
with the whole man and management should 
be considered in those terms. 

The word “stewardship” can easily be 
translated “household manager,” or one who 
manages an entire household. Now we can 
see what God is getting at; the entire house- 
hold is in His picture. 

Whether we work with, under, or over 
management on our job, we are a manager in 
our own right, in God’s sight. All that we do 
can be seen in the light of management be- 
tween God and us. He supplies the resources, 
we work with them. He gives us directives, 
we Carry them out. The efficiency is left to us. 
He aids in the incentive, we put our “hand to 


the plow.” At this point, giving, as significant 
as it is, is only asmall portion of true manage- 
ment or stewardship. 

The bigger the responsibilities in life, the 
more we need to apply good stewardship. 
Money, family, work, possessions, all these 
are to be encompassed by stewardship. All 
these involve better management as they 
increase. 


Bill Jastram is Director of Publications for East Hill 
Foursquare Church in Gresham, Oregon. With a college 
major in Creative Writing and a Communications 
minor, Bill has found a ministry in communicating the 
vital information of church life to a congregation of over 
5,000 people. Married and the father of two children, 
Bill’s family and community political involvement have 
helped to “practicalize” his writing skills as he relates 
Christian concepts to daily living. He is the author of a 
Home Bible Study Course used in many Foursquare 
churches. . cy 
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Wen ate Aa) us Fopilent: Mr Chong CAS) Sheree oan.) 
oa. i Aas Pecans. of deliverance from the 
Communists in North Korea and his 
escape to the South (see story below); 
Missionary Wilma Wright ministers in 
Baptismal Service for lbusuki Beach 
Foursquare Church converts in 
Kagoshima City, Japan; Below left: 
Reverend and Mrs. Mitchell Belobaba 
and family serve as missionaries to 
Nigeria; Portion of church 
congregation which gathered for the 
recent Dedication Service of the 
Ibadan City, Nigeria Foursquare Church. 


Japan—'‘Many people felt that it 
was impossible for the churches 
of Japan to see great growth 
because it has been said that 
Japanese people do not readily 
respond to the Gospel. And it 
seemed that we preached with 
that idea in our minds,” states 
Reverends David Masui and Mike 
Kamiya, Foursquare ministers. 
“But today we have more faith, 
and our ideas have been chang- 
ing. 

“It is the will of God that the 
church grows. We believe that 
God has blessed us with all that 
we need to do this, and so we 
have begun to plan how our 
church could actually grow. We 
are assured that growth is possi- 
ble by adhering to the following 
principles: Having a clear vision 
(Knowing what we want in con- 
crete terms); fitting ourselves into 
worship as recommended in the 
Bible; and believing that our Lord 
will meet all of our needs.”’ 

In April of 1977, Reverends 
Masui and Kamiya formed a five- 
year growth project. They were 
running about 100 in attendance 
at the time. They set a goal of 
1,000 worshippers at the end of 
five years. Specific goals were 
also established as to the number 
of newcomers they should real- 
ize each month, to be followed 
with prayer toward this goal, 
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Part of their strategy included 
the setting up of Home Bible 
Studies in eight different areas of 
Hakodate and training leaders 
for these home meetings. After 
one year 35 brothers and sisters 
in Christ have been baptized in 
water and their congregation has 
grown to 160 worshippers. 

orea—Mr. Chong Chil Oh is an 
elder in the Foursquare cnurch in 
Taejon and is the principal of the 
girl’s division of the Dae Sung 
Educational Foundation. While 
living in North Korea, he and sev- 
eral in the Taejon Church faced 
persecution as well as times 
when they had to be willing to 
give up their lives for their Chris- 
tian testimony. He shares the fol- 
lowing story of Christ’s protection 
and guidance: 

‘‘Every teacher in our school 
system in North Korea was called 
into court by the Communists 
and questioned all day long. | 
was questioned about my faith in 
God, and | knew my answers 
would have a direct effect on the 
future of my life. Their repetitive 
questions confused me, but then 
| remembered how God pro- 
tected Peter and Paul. | knew He 
would protect me, too. And He 
did! Something happened and 
the questioning stopped. That 
night | prayed earnestly for God's 
direction. | knew that my sen- 
tence would be death, so it was 


ip. 


decided that | would try to el 
cape to South Korea. 

“| went as far as | could befo 
the morning sunlight disturb 
the shade of night. Finding - 
place to hide on the mountai 
side, | slept for awhile. For thrd 
days | lived in this fashion, havi 
only the wild berries to eat unti 
reached the border of Sout 
Korea. The boundary line w 
heavily guarded with hourly pé 
trols. As | tried to find a hole in th 
enemy line, | wondered why | ha 
come this far only to find a dea 
end. 

“God miraculously provided 
guide who led me across th 
boundary. In the nearest town, 
Presbyterian pastor took me ir 
cared for me, and allowed me t 
minister with him. Later my wif 
was able to join me. When w 
arrived in South Korea the go\ 
ernment was democratic, but littl 
by little it, too, was taken over b 
the Communist Party. 

“Once again | attempted to es 
cape, but the way was blocked. 
wasn't long until soldiers cam 
after me and led me away han¢ 
cuffed. After a time of questionin 
| was taken outside to be sho 
Once again God spared my lif 
as a former student of mine inte 
vened, assuring the soldiers | we 
not their enemy. 

“During the months that fc 
lowed, there were times when 


fe, t Dut at was pet aa to 
yn regularly as the soldiers 
ere watching everyone. Often it 
s three days between visits. 
en the war caused the troops 
etreat, we were able to escape 
pine most southern part of 
ea. Because | had to hide in 
floor, | learned the power of 
ayer, and today | begin every 
i by attending: the 4:00 a.m. 
er meeting. 
“During my life I've seen many 
ars and injustices, but in the 
spths of my worst persecution | 
und | had a happy heart. Even 
hile running for my life | had the 
2ace of God. How grateful we 
e for our freedom to worship 
hrist.”’ 
With the expansion of the 
orean Church came the need 
Ir more trained workers—more 
ian the Bible College could sup- 
y. Thus the program of The- 
ogical Education by Extension 
as begun. Twelve adults from 
ye Headquarters’ Church alone, 
‘e now in training in the T.E.E. 
rogram, and that number is ex- 
ected to grow to approximately 
4 this year. These people are 
niversity graduates and hold 
zaching certificates from the 
epartment of Education. The 
E.E. program has also ex- 
snded to the cities of Seoul and 
ung Nam, where almost 30 
jore students will enroll for the 
ring semester. 


District Missionary Giving 


strict Jan.-Nov. 1978 
gelus Temple $111,121.62 
nada 53,803.36 
stern U.S. 130,010.32 
stern Canada 6,774.10 
eat Lakes 203,829.54 
Jwest 140,667.57 
rthwest 262,687.27 
uth Central 75,671.65 
utheast 70,120.14 
uthern California 261,917.32 
uthwest 187,698.31 
stern 126,851.65 


tear Pyung seer ofa Four- 


ever church in Korea and a 


principal of a Christian high 
school: ‘When | graduated from 


college | chose to work at the 


Christian school. Although | am 
not the chaplain of our school, 
students, nevertheless, ask me 
questions concerning the Bible. 
Because of this | felt | needed to 
study the Bible in order to give a 
correct answer. | was glad when 
the Theological Education by Ex- 
tension program was begun, as | 
knew this would greatly assist 
me in my study of the Word. Soon 
| will complete several of the 
courses, and already | am able to 
better explain some of the facts 
of the Bible. | am also having 
more opportunities to talk to oth- 
ers about my faith. 

The T.E.E. program is being 
used in many countries by our 
Foursquare workers and has aug- 
mented and accelerated the indi- 
vidual’s training to fulfill his 
ministry in reaching his world. 


DATELINE: South Pacific 
Papua New Guinea—The way 
God. protects his children in 
every part of the world is remark- 
able. Satan would try to destroy 
the lives of those serving Him, but 
“greater is he that is in you, than 
he that is in the world.” 

Tomas, a Christian from the 
Goroka Church, was riding in the 
back of a pickup truck with 18 
others. Suddenly the truck went 
out of control, turning over and 
over as the bed of the truck sepa- 
rated from the cab. The ground 
became covered with the injured 
and dead. Seven had been killed 
and the remainder were seriously 
injured. Tomas, alone, was un- 
hurt. As the police checked the 
accident victims, they could not 
believe that Tomas had been in 
the truck. When he finally con- 
vinced them of this truth, they 
asked him why he was not hurt. 
He responded, “| am a Christian 
and Jesus took care of me.” 


DATELINE: South America 

Colombia—A trip was made from 
Bogota, over the Central Andes, 
to the town of Armenia by Mis- 
sionaries Dr. and Mrs. John Firth. 


n The purpose of this trip was to 


rent a building to serve as a place 
of worship for the new converts 
in this city. The Foursquare 
church in Fatima is financing the 
rental expense and the support of 
a pastor to begin this work. A 
suitable place was found in a 
new, large suburb and God 
beautifully worked out the ar- 
rangements necessary to rent the 
building. f 

While there, the Firths con- 
ducted a service, and although it 
rained heavily the meeting place 
was filled with those interested in 
hearing the Gospel. Among those 
in attendance was the lady that 
had showed them the house. 
During the meeting the Holy Spirit 
convicted her of sin and she 
made a commitment to Christ. 
She now desires to help the new 
pastor with his visitation. 

Armenia is the seventh large 
city the Lord has enabled the 
Foursquare Church of Bogota to 
enter into and establish a church 
in the past two years. This makes 
a chain of Foursquare churches 
in cities between Bogota and 
Cali, where Missionaries Rever- 
end and Mrs. John Davies are 
located. . 


DATELINE: Africa 

Nigeria—A woman ‘shares a 
healing testimony similar to the 
story of the hemorrhaging wom- 
an spoken of in Matthew, Chapter 
9. However, this Nigerian woman 
served evil spirits and kept a 
large idol in her home. 

“l’m going to destroy your idol 
because it is the cause of all your 
trouble,’ stated her newly con- 
verted husband. ‘‘No you're not,”’ 
was her reply. 

In the night she awakened and 
told him, ‘‘l won't let you destroy 
the idol, but we’ll take it to the 
pastor, together, and I'll destroy 
it myself in his presence.” 

That is exactly what took place 
the next day. And as the pastor 
prayed for her (she had been sick 
for over a year) she felt a sensa- 
tion in her body, and immediately 
the hemorrhaging ceased. She 
was totally delivered and now 
serves Christ alongside her hus- 
band. cy 
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By Reverend Glenn D. Metzler 
Pastor, Burbank, California 
Foursquare Church 


II Corinthians 11:30-33: “If I must needs 


glory, I will glory of the things which concern 


mine infirmities. The God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ which is blessed for ever- 
more, knoweth that I lie not. In Damascus 
the governor under Aretas the king kept the 
city of Damascenes with a garrison, desirous 
to apprehend me: and through a window ina 
basket was I let down by the wall, and 
escaped his hands.” 


An extremely interesting statement is 
found in the content of II Corinthians 11:30- 
33. Paul, the great apostle and spiritual leader 
of the church, had apparently been asked a 
question that was of great importance to the 
people that surrounded him, and in these 
verses he gives them his answer. Now, we 
could speculate as to what brought this ques- 
tion to Paul’s attention. For instance, it could 
have been at the conclusion of a revival or 
convention, Church Growth Seminar, Home 
Bible Study or just a time when people were 
gathered together discussing the success and 
victory of this great man of God. 

In any case, it appears that the question for 
Paul was this: “Paul, we would like to know 
what event or happening in your life, outside 
of your conversion and infilling of the Holy 
Spirit, made the most profound effect upon 
you?” Paul’s answer to this apparent inquiry 
is recorded in II Corinthians 11:30-33. He 
evidently scans his whole life and comes up 
with an event that took place in the early part 
of his ministry. He seemed to say: “You ask 
me, and if it requires that I must boast, I'll tell 
you. It was in Damascus, when the governor, 
under Aretas the King, kept the city of Dama- 
scenes with a garrison and was desirous to 
apprehend me, but through a window in a 
basket was I let down by the wall, and 
escaped his hands.” 


Isn't Paul’s response amazing? Why was 
this so important in his memory that it helped 
change his life? To find out, we must go back 
to that event recorded in Acts, chapter 9. In 
verse 22 it declares, “But Saul increased the 
more in strength, and confounded the Jews 


14 


Me a “Jy 
pets 2 mr AE. 
; nde. t 


ye 2 Fs ¥ 4.4 ve Fe 25 « 
aie Oh Noe a he a tase ase 
Tes RDA ay Paap 

~~ on erly 


which dwelt at Damascus, proving that 
is very Christ.” Note the three 

“Strength”, “confounded” and “provi: 
seems as if Paul wins all the argumen 
battles but loses the war, for the people 
still locked in unbelief. Despite all his sk 
knowledge and apparent strength, the peop 
reacted by developing plans to kill him. Eve 
the church, itself, was suffering as a result ¢ 
his work for when he was let down over th 
wall to safety and left town, verse 31 di 
clares: “then had the churches rest. . . in th 
comfort of the Holy Ghost. . .” 


I firmly believe the Apostle Paul we 
saying this in his answer: “I learned that Ge 
did not want my ability nearly as much as 
wanted my availability. He did not need n 
knowledge and strength as much as_ 
needed me.” He emphasizes this in the fe 
lowing scriptures: Philippians 3:7-8, “Bt 
what things were gain to me, those I counte 
loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count a 
things but loss for the excellency of th 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: fe 
whom I have suffered the loss of all hem 
and do count them but dung, that I may 
Christ;” I Corinthians- 1:27 “>. sGoqcm 
chosen the weak things of the world to ce 
found the things which are mighty;” and 
Corinthians 12:10, “. .. For when Iam wea 
then am I strong.” 

Now, this is a tremendous truth and a gre 
lesson we, too, must learn. All He wants is u 
He wants us to be totally dependent up 
Him. We must let Him live His life throu 
us. Paul learned this well for he said 
Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Chris 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ livet 
inme...” and Philippians 4:13, “I can do a 
things through Christ which strengthenet 
me.” Moses, the great lawgiver, learned th 
truth, as well, for when God called upon hi 
to be the instrument through which he woul 
deliver the children of Israel, Moses’ immed 
ate question was: “What shall I say to thei 
when they ask, ‘What is your name?’ ” (cf. E 
3:13). Moses was actually saying, “Lord, 
don’t know who I am!” But God taught Most 
that that is not the important thing. What 
important is that Moses know who God is, fe 
therein is his strength. God said to Mose 
“Thus shalt thou say unto the children « 
Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.” ] 
essence, what God was teaching Moses wk 
that if he knew and relied on Him, he wi 
have all he needs. 

How thrilling to learn where our streng! 
lies! May our prayer be, “Lord, we simp. 
submit to your divine authority to wo1 
through us so that your Name will be exalte 
throughout the world.” | 


it not seem a a Bernd that the world’s S 
famous peace prize was established by 
is named after the man who invented 
namite? However, the identities of last 
2ar’s recipients seem even stranger—two old 
vemies who for 29 years vowed conflict, 
rael’s Prime Minister Begin and Egypt's Presi- 


‘Caution: it would be most premature to hail 
resent events—even if the most enthusiastic 
Opes were to materialize—as harbingers of a 
illennium. The lion and the lamb are not 
bout to lie down together! Since the Camp 
avid Summit in September, peace hopes 
ave blown hot and cold. Euphoria and opti- 
1ism have yielded to gloom and pessimism, 
nd vice versa. We should not be too greatly 
irprised if it should eventually turn out that 
ve only thing we see from the peace dove in 
vese circumstances is the bill! 

At this writing the on again-off again peace 
ulks are off again. By tomorrow that may 
hange. But what bothers me is America’s role 
1 a policy which, if we understand Joel 3:2 
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astor Comments 
‘| just finished reading the September issue 
f the ADVANCE Magazine and feel that this 
ecent issue is the finest yet. The ADVANCE 
ow has those qualities that are so essential 
or a good magazine: interesting articles, in- 
piration, and timely subject matter. I anx- 
pusly await the next issue of ADVANCE. 
D.W. 


\dvance Shared 
I am writing to inform your office of our 
hange of address. We wouldn't want to miss 
single copy of the ADVANCE. After we 
ave read it we share it with others around 


own, 
Ae 


Thank you for the fine magazine. We enjoy 


haring it with each other every month. 
LS: 


. OT) } ry He 
awarded in Nis a grant to ee Amer- @ 
ica is insisting on Israeli withdrawal from the 
West Bank which the United Nations, in ef- 


fect, partitioned from Jewish territory in 1948, _ 
And while little or nothing is being said about — 
Jerusalem, America’s official policy insists East 
Jerusalem must be returned to the Arabs. 


Considerable apprehension surges in Israel, 


also, and the Prime Minister’s award of the 


Nobel Peace Prize has provoked negative 
comments like, ‘| hope we won't get the same 
peace that the South Vietnamese got when 
former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
won the prize” (p. 1 _Jerusalem POST Oct 31, 
1978). 


Eventually a leader will emerge who can 
impose a peace on the Middle East (cf. Dan. 
9:27). Antichrist may receive the Nobel Prize 
at that time, but the treaty will run only half of 
its course. The only thing certain about man- 
made peace treaties is that they are broken. If 
Israel and Egypt conclude a peace treaty now, 
it will be violated, for all nations (including 
Egypt) will attack Israel according to Joel 3:2 
and Zechariah 14:2. However, then—and not 
until then—one shall appear on earth to reign 
who really deserves a prize for peace-making 
(Zech. 14:4). And Jesus Christ will-not need to 
be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize to make all 
people recognize that He has established per- 
manent peace! 4 | 


A Source of Enjoyment 
Thank you so much for ADVANCE 
throughout the years. I enjoy itso much! . 
V.M. 


We love every issue of the magazine. It just 


looks great. 
F.W. 
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